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38
From Noun to Verb
Ellen Lupton
Digital display technologies have transformed 
readers into hardware/software constructs 
designed to display, filter, push, feed, and 
aggregate content. Screen readers turn text into 
speech.

43
Horses Are Fine So Are Books*
Arjen Muder
Thanks to its linearity, a book contains time; that is 
why people keep books in a special designed 
cupboard: time past (read books) and time that still 
awaits, as a promise (a book that has still to be 

32
The Interface of the Graphic Novel
Erin La Cour
The book can  adapt to changes in readership, offer 
a challenge to its readers to learn to read differ-
ently, and perhaps more importantly, highlight that 
the book can be a platform encouraging a new 
means of interaction between media and user.

5
Encoded Experiences
James Bridle
To reproduce the experience of the book, we 
needed to make a screen that looked like a page.

1
Gathering Up Characters
Arie Altena
Reading is selective, things are not read more than 
once, and it is generally non-linear.

14
Weapons of Mass Distraction
Sven Ehmann
Getting data is  easy,  but  selecting, storing, index-
ing, updating, and most importantly contextualiz-
ing the information is rather difficult.

66
Context Is King; Content Is Queen
Lian van de Wiel
Content is and remains the basis, but context is 
going to offer real added value.

6
Watching, Formerly Reading
Max Bruinsma
What we used to call ‘watching’ seems increas-
ingly like what we once called ‘reading’.

67
Reading Becomes Looking
Bregtje van der Haak
When confronted with ‘massive information’, 
looking is a faster and more efficient strategy than 
reading.

47
The Epitaph or Writing Beyond the Grave
Henk Oosterling
With a single click of the mouse or a gentle stroke 
of the touch screen, thousands of hits are compiled 
in a fraction of a second. Reading was given back 
its original significance: collecting by hand.

17
Delectation
Denise Gonzales Crisp
Touch fingertips to raised dots. Click to advance. 
See words appearing, and disappearing. Turn the 

6
Watching, Formerly Reading
Max Bruinsma
Reading was “absorbing content”, watching was 
“receiving an impression of something”

6
Watching, Formerly Reading
Max Bruinsma
Oversight is: seeing what links or can link the 
data. Anyone observing the current profusion of 
data visualizations that help us understand a 
reality caught in figures - a reality that used to be 
called virtual but is now becoming more real than 
the real - knows what I mean: the image has 
become a text, the real significance of which is in 
its property of having us understand what it means 
at a glance.

5
Encoded Experiences
James Bridle
Books are journeys, and encoded experiences. (...) 
That experience is encoded in marginalia, in 
memory, and in data, and it will be shared be- 
cause we are all connected now, and because 
sharing is a form of communal prosthetic   
memory.

28
I Don’t Read on My Bike
Joost Kircz
Text is for knowledge; image is for preserving that 
knowledge. Reading is thinking, is work.

42
The Matrix: Three Subjective and Intuitively 
Selected Pointers for Building Blocks for The 
Script in Which We Live
Geert Mul
The experience of reality is mediated by a script. 
This script is the grammatical equivalent of a 
placebo: a form that channels the 
content/meaning/energy, but alone is nothing 
more than a formal structure.

I Read Where I Am

Exploring New Information Cultures

1
Gathering Up Characters
Arie Altena
With the transition from printed material to digital 
text, there was, to a certain degree, a shift from 
‘owning text’ to ‘accessing text’.

page. Warde eschewed ‘delectation of the senses’ 
where reading is concerned. Impossible.

read).
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Credits

Conteúdos retirados de “I read Where I am - Explor-

ing New Information Cultures”, 

Gerritzen, Mieke & Geert Lovink , Editorial (2011). 

<http://www.ireadwhereiam.com/>

Projecto Editorial de Catarina Lee e Susana Sanches

Mestrado DCNM . Design Editorial e Novos Media . 2º 

Semestre . 2012

Faculdade de Belas-Artes da Universidade de Lisboa

O excerto acima citado faz parte do pequeno prefácio do projecto “I Read Where I am - 
Exploring New Information Cultures”- conjunto de 82 notas críticas escritas por autores, 
artistas e designers que apresentam as suas observações e inspirações no que toca ao consumo 
e produção de informação nos dias de hoje e as suas perspectivas para o futuro. -, e serviu 
como ponto de partida para o desenvolvimento deste objecto. 
Uma questão que se revelou imediatamente indiscutivel foi a abordagem aos novos hábitos de 
leitura implementados pelos novos media e aos respectivos conteúdos que surgem derivados 
deles. A aceleração da vida contemporânea reflecte-se inevitavelmente, também, na leitura, 
em grande parte devido aos novos surportes que utilizamos para essa função. Mas, aparente-
mente, a ideia de que ler é algo condicionado pelo formato do livro parece impedir-nos de 
aceitar essa nova realidade.
Este objecto não pretende apresentar quaisquer respostas para as questões levantadas, apenas 
serve como um exercício de re-interpretação dos conteúdos do “I Read Where I Am” e 
também da sua estrutura formal, sempre partindo da estratégia inicial de desenvolvimento em 
torno da relação “Ler” [Reading] -“Ver” [Watching / Looking]. 

Este exercicío desenvolveu-se em três fases distintas:
A primeira fase consistiu na análise do projecto, tanto a nível formal como a nível conceptual. 
Foi traçada uma estratégia inícial de nos mantermos fiéis àquilo que nos fora apresentado, 
seguindo a lógica de indexação presente no livro. Desta forma destacámos palavras-chave que 
considerámos como sendo os pontos de ligação entre os dois conceitos principais. (à 
esquerda)
Numa segunda fase foi necessário aprofundar a questão e perceber ao certo o que é que estes 
conceitos significam, ou seja, contextualizá-los na nossa questão. Assumindo o nosso exercí-
cio como uma reflexão e não como a criação de algo mais concreto, numa selecção de, e 
apenas, conteúdos do livro, foram escolhidas 17 frases que apresentamos como “frases-
chave”, representativas da nossa abordagem.
Por fim, foi necessário definir uma estratégia de materialização desta ideia que fizesse sentido 
enquanto exercício de experimentação para nós e também para o leitor/utilizador. Para tal, 
criamos, numa primeira parte, uma aplicação online que permite uma interacção imediata 
entre o utilizador e o conteúdo numa viagem entre os conceitos presentes nas frases seleciona-
das. O objectivo é criar uma experiência não só de leitura mas também visual, que leve o 
utilizador/ leitor a questionar-se onde começa uma e termina a outra. É um jogo de semânticas 
e significações circunscrito em si próprio, cabe ao utilizador tirar as suas próprias conclusões.
Este booklet apresenta a segunda parte da materialização do trabalho. É assumido como algo 
individual e não como uma reflexão de uma reflexão, mas tem como objectivo complementar 
a primeira parte, e vice versa.“This is a book of Content!” - Isto é conteúdo! - Esta afirmação 
pretende distituir o “livro” enquanto forma estrutural condicionante de uma leitura obrigatória 
e deixar em aberto se o seu conteúdo deve ser lido ou visto. As estratégias utilizadas são 
semelhantes à da aplicação online, o conteúdo é o mesmo e a abordagem feita a esse conteúdo 
também. No entanto existe uma diferença crucial, visto que estamos perante dois suportes 
totalmente distintos, são necessárias ferramentas distintas. Seguindo o compromisso em 
manter-nos fieis ao “I Read Where I Am”, decidimos utilizar a opção “Edited” de 
www.ireadwhereiam.com - que permite ao utilizador fazer cut, copy and paste dos conteúdos 
do site - para adaptar as estratégias utilizadas na aplicação. O objectivo desta dualidade está 
em desafiar os limites fisicos do livro e virtuais da publicação online, estabelecer 
comparações e contrapontos e tentar desmistificar esta linha, aparemente bastante ténue, que 
separa o ver (a acção; o físico) do ler (o evento; o intelectual).

https://dl.dropbox.com/u/8030316/DENM-Catarina-Susana.swf

<< (...) that turned like a page, that contained words. And the reason that we've had difficulty 
for so long with the notion of eBooks is that that is not all that books are. >>

<<  We are the new generation of readers. Not dumber, just faster 
(...) reading has become a di!erent experience. Reading has become 
looking and vice versa. Information has become tactile. >>

<< When Walter Benjamin wrote that 'what shrinks in an age where the work of art can be 
reproduced by technological means is its aura', he was assuming that the aura diffused, that it 
was lost to the other reproductions.>>
<<(...); from a book or magazine that you hold in your hand, to access to text in the ‘cloud’ - 
the internet - via an appliance. (I write ‘to a certain degree’ because in the past the ‘access’ to 
text was primarily for professional readers: you had to be in the library.) >>

<<  It is said to be at the expense of concentrated and in-depth reading. 
That’s probably right. Readers in the richer countries read more and more from the screen. >>
<< The first was a conceptual activity that was valued higher than the second, a more passive, 
sensory affair. The fact that you do both with your eyes was less important than the thought that 
reading conjures up a non-existent picture and watching processes existing pictures. >>

<<  Then they were different things, with a clear hierarchy. >>

<< Once we start reading longer, we are in danger of losing our way in incoherent details. >>
<< What is the opposite of Google, the smart output device? Maybe the range of upcoming 
online curation tools like Storify might offer a solution, but will the amount of time I need to 
invest in working with these tools ever pay off? >>
<< Today’s 'author' and 'reader' encompass countless digital products and interfaces as well as 
human producers and consumers of the word. Designers are grasping the opportunity to aggre-
gate content in critical and creative ways or to offer people better ways to navigate, annotate, 
and filter the digital word.  >>
<< In the daily experience, the form (the script) can be exchanged for what it represents, that 
is its strength. Each culture has its own script. Culture is creating a script. A script is always 
dynamic and subject to change. >>
<< A book doesn’t swallow time, as practically all electronic media do; it makes time, it is a 
time machine.  >>
<< This urge for collecting still echoes in the old Dutch expression ‘aren lezen’ - reading the 
are. After harvesting, the farmers allowed the crowd of poor creatures who were looking on in 
hunger to collect the broken, discarded corn stalks. >>
<< And whether you obtain that content from paper or from a screen is not the most interesting 
question... The question is how you, as user in the information wilderness, can find your way 
to the right content.  >>
<< In addition, looking overcomes the awkward problem of all those different languages. (...) 
Looking is more free and therefore faster, more flexible, and more contemporary. >>



I Read Where I Am



I Watch Where I Am






























































